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LOTUS CERTIFICATION SYSTEM
LOTUS Certification system includes 6 rating systems.

LOTUS New Construction

LOTUS NC

LOTUS Buildings in Operation

LOTUS BIO
LOTUS Homes

LOTUS Small Buildings 

LOTUS SB
LOTUS Interiors

LOTUS Small Interiors

LOTUS SI



LOTUS SI SCOPE
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LOTUS Small Interiors is the LOTUS Rating System to use for single use or 

mixed-use small-scale fit-out projects such as:

Åoffice spaces

Åretail spaces (supermarkets, shops, etc.) and restaurants

Åhotels and hospitality spaces (spaces dedicated to businesses within the 

service industry that provide transitional or short-term lodging)

Åeducational facilities

Åhealth facilities including clinics, etc.

Ådwelling-units in apartment buildings



LOTUS SI ELIGIBILITY
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To be eligible for LOTUS Small Interiors, projects must meet the 6 following Eligibility Rules:

1. Fit-out project

The project must be a fit-out project within a building. It may involve the design, construction 

and commissioning of a new fit-out or the renovation and refurbishment of an existing fit-out.

2. Distinct boundary

The project must be clearly distinct from other spaces within the same building with regards 

to at least one of the following characteristics: ownership, management, lease, or party wall 

separation. The owner of the project must be different from the owner of the building.

3. Complete interior fit-out project

The project must include a complete interior fit-out. Project components are not eligible.



LOTUS SI ELIGIBILITY
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4. Length of Occupancy

Project should show a 3-years lease contract or commit that the area will be used as the 

same function for a minimum of 3-years period starting from the achievement of LOTUS 

Certification.

5. Occupancy rates

The space must have at least one full-time employee working for a year or one resident.

6. Small Interiors

If one of two the following statements is true, then Eligibility Rule 6 is met:

Å The project has a gross floor area lower than 1,000 m2

Å The project fit-out activities include no more than 2 of the following categories: 

- Installation of artificial lighting fixtures (task lighting should not be considered), 

- Installation of water fixtures/appliances (water dispensers should not be considered)

- Installation of HVAC systems (split-units should not be considered),  

- Installation of commercial refrigeration systems

- Installation of partitions, floorings and/or ceilings



POINTS AND CERTIFICATION LEVELS

ÅLOTUS is a point-based system where projects obtain points for complying with criteria

set in the Credits.

ÅCertification is benchmarked at 40% of the total amount of points. LOTUS Certified

represents good practice and a first minimum level of performance for certification

Å4 different certification ratings (Certified, Silver, Gold and Platinum) to recognize

projects with higher performance

0-23 points 24-32 points 33-38 points 39-44 points 45-75 points 

Uncertified Certified Silver Gold Platinum 

 



ÅTarget of LOTUS SI: small-scale interior projects. 

Need to simplify LOTUS SI to have an easy-to-use system:

üUser Tool

üPre-assessment Stage (for guidance)

üSingle Certification Stage

üCredits with a Prescriptive Path

üBest practice credits

üNo prerequisites

ÅBut remain a holistic system that considers a maximum of sustainable 

aspects 

ñSIMPLIFIEDò LOTUS SYSTEM



PRE-ASSESSMENT STAGE

ÅOptional stage to verify that the project is on right track:

ü realistic targets have been set, 

üno mistakes have been made, 

ü there is a safety margin for certification, etc.

ÅOnly need to complete the User Tool, no documentation needed

ÅVGBC to reply in approximately 2 weeks with an assessment report including 

corrections, advices and recommendations.

Ÿ No definitive score or certification will be given at this stage. 

VGBC strongly encourages the applicants to submit for this stage.



SINGLE CERTIFICATION STAGE
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ÅActual submission stage for certification under LOTUS SI. 

ÅHappening at the end of the construction stage. 

ÅAlong the User Tool, projects need to submit evidence such as:

üPhotographs;

üTechnical data;

ü Invoices, receipts, etc.

VGBC will issue the LOTUS Certificate upon successful assessment. 



PRESCRIPTIVE PATH

The Prescriptive path include simple, prescriptive requirements.

Examples:

ü Credit E-1 Space Cooling ïStrategy B

1 point if all air-conditioners have at least 4 stars 

in the energy labelling program of VNEEP

2 points if all air-conditioners have at least 5 stars 

in the energy labelling program of VNEEP

ü Credit W-1 Water Efficient Fixtures

2 points if all WCs are dual-flush models using less than 

(or equal to) 3 / 4.5 liters per flush and all urinals use less

than (or equal to) 3 liters per flush

1 point if all shower heads have flowrates lower 

than (or equal to) 0.14 liters per second



BEST PRACTICE CREDITS (BPC)

Å10 BPC rewarding up to 11 bonus points for achieving best practice in design 

and construction

ÅBPC often require extra calculations or sophisticated documentation

ÅBPC are not easily achievable for most projects

ÅOverall certification level is not affected by the BPC which offer ñbonusò points



LOTUS SI V2 CATEGORIES

Energy 

16 points + 

2 bonus points

Water

6 points

Materials & 

Resources

12 points

Health & 

Comfort 

12 points + 

5 bonus points

Site & 

Environment

7 points + 

1 bonus point

Management 

7 points + 

3 bonus 

points

Exceptional 

Performance

4 bonus points



ENERGY

Weight: 27% of the overall LOTUS rating 

Points: 16 points + 2 bonus points

Aim : To monitor and reduce the energy consumption through the use of natural 
ventilation and the installation of energy efficient equipment (HVAC, lighting, 
appliances, etc.).

Credit Available points

E-1 Space Cooling 6

E-2 Artificial Lighting 5

E-3 Energy Efficient Appliances 4

E-4 Energy Monitor 1

E-BPC-1 Energy Controls 1

E-BPC-2 Water Heating 1

Total 16 + 2 bonus


